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Editorial

From their role of management and dissemination of knowledge, space for dialogue 
and production framework, academic journals have fulfilled a mission alongside so-
cial movements, a mission that goes beyond making a set of knowledge accessible. 
Today, we are going through a particular moment for solidarity economy and coop-
erativism, which brings various challenges for the sector and the social movement, 
from the search for a solution to different long-term problems in society to the deep-
ening of poverty and inequality that the covid-19 pandemic has caused around the 
world. Faced with such a panorama, it is not enough to declare ourselves a dissem-
ination tool. It is necessary to continue advancing; to work on the consolidation of a 
theoretical corpus along with academic and research practices that reveal the multi-
dimensional nature of this other economy, that shows its contribution to sustainable 
development and propose innovations so that the social response to the crisis con-
tribute to structural changes.

From Cooperativismo & Desarrollo Journal, we hope to contribute to these 
purposes through the dissemination of regional academic papers that show the 
macrodynamic of solidarity and cooperative sector; case studies of solidarity eco-
nomic integration models aimed at identifying potential replication in the territory; 
analysis that leads to expanding the theoretical construct of articulation with the care 
economy, circular economy, bioeconomy, and other transformative economies; con-
tributions to the measurement of the social, economic, and environmental impact 
of the solidarity economy; complementary measurement models for the Sustainable 
Development Goals; the relationship of the solidarity economy with public policies, 
and digital transformation.

We also seek to favor efforts promoted by observatories with longitudinal stud-
ies, experimental modeling work based on emerging socioeconomic practices such 
as platform cooperatives; and, in particular, we promote the socialization of research 
methodologies and tools that allow local studies to be replicated, in such a way that 
the journal can also serve as a bridge between research groups to build knowledge 
networks.

We will always give a place in the journal for those studies that deal with old the-
oretical concerns, renewing the corpus of foundational constructs such as the sense 
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of economic solidarity, which is part of cooperatives and the solidarity economy, sol-
idarity education, among others, to shed light on the new practical and conceptual 
dilemmas that science and society present today to make another economy.

Under the aforementioned thematic and methodological emphasis is an aca-
demic vocation that is based on research with methodological rigor, both in qualitative 
and quantitative or mixed approaches; in interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary stud-
ies that overcome the fragmentation of science and contribute to an expansion of the 
comprehensive field of cooperativism as an organizational model and of solidarity 
economy as a theoretical-practical construct. Although our journal was born along-
side the cooperative movement, today it is open to other expressions of the solidarity 
economy such as mutualism, solidarity finance, social market systems, responsible 
consumption, and fair trade, among many other expressions of social solidarity.

The present issue of the journal is a concretion of these aspirations with articles 
that establish a connection between the solidarity economy and public policy, as well 
as the visibility of other actors of the solidarity economy from the community, ances-
tral, and university levels.

The texts that you will find below contribute to the purpose manifested in this 
editorial and to which we, the professionals who have assumed the process of in this 
new stage, join.

Sohely Rua Castañeda
Editor

Doctor of Education with emphasis on pedagogical 
mediation, expert in solidarity education, virtual lear-
ning mediation and a social researcher. For three years 
she led the master’s degree in Solidarity Economy 
for Territorial Development and currently leads the 
observatory for measuring the impact of the solida-
rity economy in Colombia and has been a pioneer 
in the theoretical construction of solidarity territory. 
In the same way, she leads the design of strategies 
for knowledge transfer between academia and the 
solidarity economy sector through projects with ac-
tion-research approaches, digital transformation, and 

development of social innovation and solidarity economy models for the manage-
ment of common goods. 



Ed
it

o
ri

al

3

Cooperativismo & Desarrollo e-ISSN 2382-4220 / Vol. 31, no. 125 / enero-abril 2023 / Bogotá D.C., Colombia
Universidad Cooperativa de Colombia

Sohely Rua Castañeda
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